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STATEMENT  AUSTRALIA 

Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development 

Regional Review Conference for Asia and Pacific 

8-9 October, Manila 

 

Chair 

I would firstly like to express my appreciation to the Government of the Philippines 

for hosting this regional Review Conference and also to the Government of 

Switzerland, the United Nations Development Program and Centre for Peace 

Education for their generous contributions. 

Since signing the Geneva Declaration on Armed Violence and Development in 2006, 

Australia has remained strong in its resolve to promote sustainable security and a 

culture of peace by taking action to reduce armed violence and its negative impact on 

socio-economic and human development.   

At the core of Australia’s approach has been a focus on preventing, combating and 

eradicating the global illicit trade of small arms and light weapons.  

Illegally traded conventional weapons claim more than half a million victims every 

year.  These weapons kill, maim and disable, undermine economic prosperity and 

development, and keep millions of people, especially women and children trapped in 

fear.   

Clearly, the regulation of illegal trade is critical to enhancing human safety, 

development and prosperity. 

As demonstrated within this region, the Asia – Pacific, by Bougainville in the 1980s 

and the Solomon Islands in the 1990’s, the introduction of even small numbers of 

illicit weapons can have a significant destablising impact.   

Preventing instability in the Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean regions is a foreign policy 

priority for Australia.   

 

Conflict, particularly intra-state conflict, remains a major constraint to development in 

the region.  Conflict reverses the gains achieved through economic development and 

can set a country back decades.  Countries experiencing conflict are less able to 

control their borders and are more vulnerable to transnational crime or extremist 

organisations that threaten the stability of our region and undermine effective 

governance.  

 

The Australian Government’s new development policy is intended to promote 

prosperity, reduce poverty and enhance stability with a strengthened focus on our 

region, the Indo-Pacific.  

 

Through its aid program Australia is focusing on supporting the building of 

institutions that have a direct role to play in promoting stability, inclusive economic 

growth and poverty reduction, and in strengthening gender equality and women’s 

empowerment. 
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Amongst other initiatives, the Australia aid program is working to build effective law 

and justice systems, drawing on the Australian Federal Police and Attorney-General’s 

Department, to strengthen policing, increase the safety and security of communities 

and improve people’s access to justice and address violence against women.  We are 

also working to contribute to peace-building initiatives in conflict-affected areas to 

address long-standing grievances and other drivers of conflict. 

 

Chair 

The international community has recently made important progress in addressing the 

threat posed by the illicit transfer, accumulation and misuse of small arms and light 

weapons and other conventional weapons.  

In September 2013, the first ever UNSC resolution dedicated exclusively to the issue 

of Small Arms and Light Weapons, UNSC Resolution 2117, was adopted under 

Australia’s Presidency.   

The adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty on 2 April 2013 by the UN General Assembly 

was the culmination of several years of international negotiation resulting in near 

universal recognition of the need to better regulate the international trade in 

conventional arms, to reduce the impact of armed violence and to save lives.   

The adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty will help to deny the means to commit mass 

atrocity crimes such as genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against 

humanity and thereby assist States to meet their responsibility to protect populations 

from these crimes.  

As one of the seven co-authors of the original 2006 UNGA Resolution calling for an 

Arms Trade Treaty, we welcome its forthcoming entry into force on 24 December 

2014.  

The Arms Trade Treaty will, over time, positively influence security, stability and 

economic development around the world. 

To be truly effective the ATT must be applied globally and so we take this occasion to 

urge all countries in the Asia-Pacific region to sign and ratify the Treaty at the earliest 

opportunity.  

The Australian Government considers that international instruments and initiatives 

can have a direct and positive influence on the security, stability and economic 

development of communities that are vulnerable to violence caused by the diversion 

and misuse of arms.   

But effective national regulation systems are indispensable to stop illicit trafficking 

and safeguard legitimate trade.   

Australia is committed to assisting other countries to ratify and implement the Arms 

Trade Treaty and to strengthen national capacities to regulate the cross-border 

movement of arms.  This is vital to progress our collective efforts on armed violence 

reduction. 
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It is in this spirit that Australia led the development, with Germany, of a multi-donor 

facility, the UN Trust Facility for Supporting Cooperation on Arms Regulation 

(UNSCAR).   

UNSCAR has been designed to fund initiatives that support the implementation of the 

Arms Trade Treaty and the UN Programme of Action on Small Arms and Light 

Weapons.   

Australia has contributed $2 million to support the first two funding rounds of 

UNSCAR.  We expect our contribution will enable many countries and regions to 

make real and measurable progress towards implementing the Arms Trade Treaty and 

the UN Programme of Action.   

Australia remains committed to the effective implementation of the UN Programme 

of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons and the International Tracing 

Instrument.   

We look forward to working closely with others at the Meeting of Governmental 

Experts in 2015, ahead of the UN Programme of Action Review Conference in 2018. 

Chair 

 

Australia is making many other practical contributions to supporting global efforts to 

reduce armed violence and its negative impact on socio-economic and human 

development.  

 

Our assistance has worked to demobilise and integrate excombatants into productive 

civilian life at the end of armed conflict; to undertake weapons audits and arms 

registries, to construct armouries, and to build capacity in arms control, management, 

and destruction practices.   

 

Australia’s aid program is focussed on the Indo-Pacific region.  Within this region, 

Australia is also providing assistance to strengthen policing, legal, judicial and penal 

systems.   

 

In 2012, Australia hosted a Pacific Regional Workshop to assist in developing a 

common regional position on the Arms Trade Treaty and raise awareness and support 

the UN Programme of Action.   

 

Australia is currently supporting the Small Arms Survey to undertake research and 

small arms and light weapons assessments and Control Arms to develop and 

implement International Small Arms Control Standards. 

 

Australia is supporting the UN Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia, 

to deliver a legal assistance workshop in Cambodia in November 2014.  The 

workshop is aimed at assisting government experts responsible for relevant domestic 

legislation related to implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty. 

 

Australia is funding research by RJ networking that is investigating illicit small arms 

in the western Pacific with a focus on PNG, Solomon Islands and Fiji and what is 

driving demand for illicit small arms and light weapons in the Pacific at this point in 

time. 
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Australia has also been active on violence reduction in export control forums.  In the 

Wassenaar Arrangement we frequently highlight to partners the potential destabilising 

effect of small arms in the Pacific.   

 

This includes briefings on political and economic developments, ensuring members 

outside the region fully understand the importance of only transferring arms to 

legitimate end-users.  

 

Our aim is to help exporters make more informed choices about where and who to 

export to, noting that even a few stray weapons in Pacific countries could have 

catastrophic effects on domestic and regional stability and effective domestic 

governance. 

 

Chair, 

In line with our commitment to implement UNSC Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace 

and Security and subsequent resolutions, Australia is continuing to provide practical 

assistance to minimise the impact of armed violence against civilians, particularly 

those most vulnerable in societies, and to support women’s participation in 

peacebuilding.   

 

Australia recognises the important role and contribution that women can make to 

armed violence reduction.  Australia supports the full participation and representation 

of women in policymaking, planning and implementation processes including in the 

arms control and peacebuilding initiatives.  

 

Australia continues to provide practical assistance to address threats to human safety, 

particularly on women, to help end violence against women and to support women’s 

participation in peacebuilding. 

 

I am pleased to report that Australia recently announced funding of programs in 

several countries including Afghanistan and East Timor, to help end violence against 

women and to support their participation in peacebuilding. 

 

Australia’s Ambassador for Women and Girls works to ensure that the empowerment 

of women and girls is a central focus of Australia's diplomatic, development and 

defence concerns.  By advocating internationally for women's equal participation in 

political, economic and social affairs, the Ambassador is working to advance global 

progress, peace and stability. 

 

Chair 

 

The transnational nature of armed conflict and violent crime, means that it is 

incumbent on all governments, regardless of their level of development and their own 

self-interest, to work domestically and with international partners to reduce the impact 

of armed violence. 

Australia’s efforts on armed violence reduction on our own territory are achieved by 

close coordination through a whole-of-government approach by Australian Federal 

Government agencies and States and Territories who coordinate policies to support 

domestic and international initiatives on AVR.   

http://foreignminister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2014/jb_mr_140602.aspx?ministerid=4
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For example, in Australia’s federal system of government, the six State and two 

Territory governments have direct legislative responsibility for the control of firearms 

(including the possession, ownership, use, production and domestic transfer of 

firearms, their parts, accessories and ammunition).  

   

Australia has in place some of the strongest firearms laws in the world and has robust 

management systems in place for small arms and light weapons both licit and illicit. 

Our comprehensive firearm tracing program has been operational for the past eleven 

years.  

 

Australia responds to tracing requests from other States in an accurate and timely 

manner and has facilitated training in firearm identification and tracing for States in 

need of assistance.  Australia’s firearm registers, record the details of all firearms 

leaving and entering Australia, and cooperates with Interpol and its programs. 

 

Chair 

 

Effective cooperation and assistance is a key to progressing our collective efforts in 

the global fight on armed violence reduction, and is therefore crucial to the efficacy 

and longevity of international instruments that work to make the world a safer place.  

 

This Review Conference is an important step towards these goals and we look 

forward to working constructively with members throughout the Conference. 

 

 


